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Welcome to a new semester at the CJL!  The CJL is committed to making Jewish learning opportuni-
ties available to all students, regardless of their past educational experience.  We are committed to 
doing all that we can to meet your Jewish educational needs. If there is a class that you do not see 

listed here but that you think should be - let us know and we will do our best to accommodate you.  If 
there is a teacher you think should speak on campus - let us know and we will try to arrange a visit.  It 
is our hope that the classes we teach and arrange will only be the beginning in terms of Torah study, 

deep conversations, and Jewish education at Princeton University. 
 

We hope you will contact us with any suggestions or comments that relate to this course guide. 
 
Sara Wolkenfeld (wsara@princeton.edu) 
David Wolkenfeld (dwolkenf@princeton.edu) 
Co-Directors 
Jewish Learning Initiative - Princeton University 
 

 

WEEKLY CLASSES 
 
Beginners Talmud 
Monday evening 8:45 - 9:45  
Taught by: David Wolkenfeld 
For centuries, the study of Talmud has been at the heart of Jewish spiritual and intellectual life. This 
weekly class is designed to give those with little or no prior exposure to Talmud study an introduction 
to Talmudic logic, legal reasoning, and hermeneutics. All texts will be provided in English translation 
as well as in the Hebrew/Aramaic original. This class is open to those who attended in the fall semes-
ter as well as to new students.  Classes begin Monday, February 9th. 
 
Advanced Talmud  
Monday evening  7:30 - 8:30 
Taught by: David Wolkenfeld 
In the spring semester we will continue exploring the unique halakhic status of yom tov.  Shiur will be 
based on close analysis of the third chapter of Beitzah together with its medieval commentaries. This 
shiur is intended for those with the ability to prepare gemara and rishonim independantly but those 
who wish to push themselves a bit beyond their comfort zone are encouraged to do so.  Between one 
and three hours a week of preparation time will be highly beneficial to getting the most out of shiur.  
This class is open to those who attended in the fall semester as well as to new students. Classes begin 
Monday, February 9th. 
 



[ǳƴŎƘ ƴΩ [ŜŀǊƴ 
Topics in Jewish Thought and Practice 
Wednesday 12-1 
Taught by David Wolkenfeld 
As we enjoy lunch in the CJL small dining hall, we will study ideas and 
themes in Jewish thought and practice with the intention of provoking 
deeper insight into Jewish history and deeper connection to our own Jew-
ish lives. Topics to be explored during the semester will include a philoso-
phical evaluation of interfaith dialogue, an investigation into the nature of 
Jewish law, and the history of Jewish political extremism. 
 
 
ά{ǳǇǇŜǊ ƴΩ {ƘƛǳǊέ 
Advanced Seminar in Responsa Literature: Ten Teshuvot that Changed the World 
Wednesday from 6-7pm 
Location: CJL library 
Taught by Sara and David Wolkenfeld 
One of the unique genres of rabbinic literature is the teshuva, a written response to a question con-
cerning a point of Jewish practice. Each week we will read and examine one teshuvah (response) and 
determine how the posek uses primary sources, identifies the core issues at stake in the question, 
analyzes the relevant values, and reaches a conclusion. We will study teshuvot by Rav Moshe Fein-
stein, R. Yehiel Yaakov Weinberg, R. Dovid Tzvi Hoffmann, and many others. While supper will be free 

for upperclassmen and graduate students, students attending this 
seminar are requested to take their supper early and finish eating by 
6:15 so that serious textual analysis can take place unencumbered by 
eating. The first class will be Wednesday February 11th. 
This class is geared towards students with a good reading knowledge 
of Hebrew, but all motivated students are welcome ς texts will be 
translated as they are read. 
 
 

 
Parashat Ha-Shavua - Torah Portion of the Week 
Friday evening between services and supper 
Taught by Sara Wolkenfeld, David Wolkenfeld, and Rabbi Julie Roth 
 
For the first weeks of the spring semester, the Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform prayers on Friday 
night will be synchronized to allow the entire CJL community to come together 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ  9ŀŎƘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ǇƻǊπ
ǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /W[ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
discovering answers to those questions.  Excerpts from medieval and modern 
Torah commentaries (provided in English translation) will be used as a tool to 
help us explore the deeper meaning of the biblical text.  The questions will be 
taken from www.nechama.org.il, the new website dedicated to spreading the 
scholarship of Nechama Liebowitz, the great 20th century Torah teacher.   
 
 

http://www.nechama.org.il/


Mishmar - Open Beit Midrash 
Sponsored by Yavneh 
Thursday evenings 
 
Pizza and drinks accompany an hour of informal learning, alone or in 
small groups. It's easy to find someone to learn with even without 
making plans ahead of time, and students of all skill levels and back-
grounds are encouraged to attend. 
 
 

SPECIAL SERIES 

 
[ǳƴŎƘ ƴΩ [ŜŀǊƴ 
Taught by Sara Wolkenfeld 
Wednesday 12-1 
 
Faith, Feelings, and Freedom: Emotions in the Jewish Religious Experience 
! ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜȄπ
perience.   
February 18: Anger 
February 25: Love 
March 4: Joy 

 
Communication and Community: The Ethics of Speech 
April 22: Gossip Girl and Lashon HaRa (evil speech) 
!ǇǊƛƭ нфΥ ²ƘŜƴ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ¢Ŝƭƭ 
 

Abraham Joshua Heschel 
Taught by Rabbi Julie Roth 
Three Thursdays from 5:30-6:30pm 

February 12: Radical Amazement 
February 19: Social Justice 
February 26: Prayer 
At once modern and traditional, mystical and practical, explore the writings of one 
of the most inspirational thinkers of our time. 
 

Covenant and Commandedness: Explorations in Liberal Jewish Thought 
Taught by Rabbi Julie Roth 
Three Tuesdays from 6-7pm 
February 17: Reform perspective 
March 24: Conservative Perspective 
April 21: Reconstructionist Perspective 
What does it mean to be in covenant with a God you might not believe in?  
What compels us to observe mitzvot όŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎύ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ 
God?  We will explore how modern Jewish thinkers, affiliated with the liberal Jewish movements, 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦ 



 

ONE TIME SPECIAL LECTURERS 
 
A Hard Hearted Man: Free Will and its Limits in the Thought of Ramban 
Taught by Rabbi Chaim Waxman 
Thursday February 5 at 7:15pm 
 
Rabbi Menachem Liebtag  

Thursday February 19 at 5:45pm 
 
Scholar in Residence Shabbat: Rabbi David Bigman 
Shabbat, February 27-28 
Topics and times: TBA 
 

Body Image and the Book of 
Esther 
Taught by Rabbi Julie Roth 
Monday March 2nd  at 5:30pm 
 
Pre-Purim Scholar in Residence: Rabbi David Silber on Megilat Esther 
Thursday March 5th at 7:00pm 
 

It may be Kosher, but is it Right? Jewish Justice in the Workplace 
Taught by Rabbi Ari Weiss 
Friday night March 6th after dinner at the CJL 
 
Top Ten Things You Always Wanted to Know About Passover 
But Were Afraid to Ask 
Taught by Sara Wolkenfeld 
Wednesday April 1st 
12 noon 
 
Passover and the Ethics of Collective Punishment 
Taught by Rabbi  Julie Roth 
Friday night April 3rd after dinner at the CJL 
 

INDIVIDUAL HEVRUTA STUDY 
Sara and David Wolkenfeld are available for one-on-one study of any Jewish text on any topic of your 
choosing.    
 
 


